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Emotional Differences between Text and Screenplay in Dido’s Death 
	Dido’s death is one of the most captivating scenes Book IV of Virgil’s Aeneid. The captivating nature of this scene is even enhanced in screenplay as it appears in Henry Purcell’s opera performance of the same play. Henry Purcell named his opera screen performance ‘Dido and Aeneas.’ The emotion in the scene makes it highly captivating. The deep emotion of the scene is more evident in the screenplay than it is in the original text. 
	While reading the original text confers the advantage of enabling one to have an in-depth understanding of the plot and the characters, it is easy for one to lose on the emotional aspects of the content. The detail in the book aids one in developing a realistic connectivity with the characters of a play. However, this connectivity is highly dependent on the individual’s imagination and their ability to construct visuospatial mental images of what they read. In the scene of Dido’s death, the details that the book offers take the readers emotion and brings them closer to Dido’s soul. 
	On the other side, listening to the music does not do much to enhance the emotion of the scene. While listening to the music, one not only misses out on the details of the plot that confer connectivity but also on the empathy that comes with understanding the plight of Dido. While the tone of the speakers is supposed to convey various emotions, the general presentation of operas drown these tonal differences that capture emotion hence making it difficult for one to decipher emotion just by listening to the song. 
	However, watching the film makes the most sense of the text and stimulates most emotion. When watching the film, the subject matter of the play and the visual appeal of the characters on the screenplay act together to enhance one’s connectivity to the character. Using screenplay, one can also appreciate Dido’s dilemmas better hence enhancing their empathy for her. At the scene of her death, her immediate circumstances, her voice, the words of her lamentation, and most importantly her facial expressions act together to intensify one’s feeling of sympathy and love for her. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In the text, Dido laments to those around her before her death. In the screenplay makes it seem like Dido is lamenting to the audience and appealing for their assistance. This virtual appeal is responsible for the additional surge of emotion associated with watching the opera. Additionally, the screenplay has other features such as color themes and light differences which act to intensify the emotion. Furthermore, the screenplay has a way of demonstrating the somber mood as the family practices their final rituals for Dido. Therefore, emotion is more evident while watching and listening to ‘Dido and Aeneas’ than when reading the text. 
